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Hawk Families, 
  
To quote a famous holiday tune, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year!” December and the 
holidays are upon us and Hendricks teachers and students are excited to celebrate!  Though 
these celebrations may look different in hybrid learning, know that we are all working to make 
school fun and memorable for students during this special time of year. To kick off the celebra-
tion, our food service team and teachers worked to serve and offer Thanksgiving lunch to all 
students at Hendricks in November!  Yummy! 
 
I would like to provide you with some reminders and update you on some upcoming events: 

 As a reminder, please wear a mask any time you are on a Flowing Wells campus including at dismissal and drop-
off.  At this time, no parents or visitors are allowed to come on campus with their children.  If you need assistance, 
please call or visit the office. 

 During the alternate portion of the day when they are not in their general education class, students are working 
independently, receiving interventions and attending special area classes.  If students do not complete work or login to 
special classes during this self-paced portion of the day, they will be marked absent.   

 Students attend PE or Music every other day via Zoom during the self-paced portion of the day.  You should have 
received a calendar that tells you when your child has specials.  Students will receive a grade for PE and Music on their 
second quarter report card and attendance is not optional.  If you have questions about the schedule or login instruc-
tions, please call the office or contact your child's teacher. 

 Our annual in-person Hendricks Holiday event has been cancelled.  However, save the date for the morning of Sat-
urday, December 5th from 9:00-10:00 am for our virtual Hendricks Holiday cele-
bration!  We will be hosting a Zoom PJ party complete with party favors!  See the 
announcement in the newsletter for more information. 

 

There will be no school on Friday, December 18th as the first semester ends.  

Winter Break is from Monday, December 21st through Friday, January 1st 

and there will be no school. Enjoy the time with your families! We are 

excited to see you back for a fresh year on Monday, January 4th. 

 

As 2020 draws to a close, allow me to share how honored and grateful I am to 
work with the wonderful Hendricks community.  Again, thank you for your part-
nership and support during this unusual year.  Please never hesitate to let us 
know how we can support your children. 
 
 

Respectfully, 

 

Tabetha Finchum 

Hendricks  
Elementary 

School FROM THE DESK OF THE PRINCIPAL: 

Important Contact Numbers: 
 

Student Absence Line 
696-4807 

 
Phyllis Agraan, Registrar  

696-8400 
 

Desiree Fitterer 
Health Assistant  

696-8402 
 

Darlene Jones, 
Administrative Assistant  

696-8401 
 

Ana Obregon 
Cafeteria Manager  

696-8408 



Hawks with Honor Students 
 

Kindergarten   Michael Healy—Yahya Kamaal—Alessandra Alvarado 
First Grade   Melanie Schoonover—Kai Hoyt—Mateo Lozoya 
Second Grade   Mason Inman—Mason Vasquez—Kora Mendoza 
Third Grade  Alexa Sanchez—Ally Magallanes—Samarra Aguilar 
Fourth Grade  Nicholas Olejnik—Natalia Rhodes Diaz—Hawraa Al-Khafaji 
Fifth Grade   Roberto Rhodes-Diaz—Teagan Aho—Anayiisa Mada  
Sixth Grade   Faybian Gonzales—Harloh Troy—Bliss Hester  
First Base   Amari Kamaal 
Second Base    Krysta Ronquillo 
Third Base   Juliene Gonzalez 

PTO News 
 

Our annual Virtual Hendricks Holiday will be Saturday, December 5th from 9 to 10 
am.  
 
We are needing volunteers to help with this event. If you are interested please 
email Hendricks.pto@gmail.com. #Teamwork#SupportOurHawks 
 
We will not be having a PTO meeting in December. Hendricks PTO hopes you all 
have wonderful holidays!! 
 
There are different ways to get PTO information: 
Email: Hendricks.pto@gmail.com 
Facebook: Hendricks Elementary  
PTORemind: Text @henhawk to 81010 

Specials with Mrs. McCarthy, Mr. O’Keefe and Mr. Ambuehl 

 

*** Please note that Zoom attendance at all Specials classes is mandatory.  All students 

will receive PE and Music grades on their report cards.  If you are unsure of your child's  

assigned Special group and/or Zoom time, please contact one of us OR your classroom 

teacher for clarification.  Please also note that these assigned times and days for Music 

and PE have changed from 1st quarter.  We are happy to help with any questions! 



A NOTE FROM YOUR HEALTH OFFICE 

Per guidance from the Arizona Department of Health Services, Listed below are the COVID-like symptoms  for which 

we will send a student home.   

Your student may return to school if the following three statements are true:   

1) The student has been isolated for a minimum of 10 days. 

2) The student has not had a fever in the most recent 24 hours without the use of fever  

       reducing medication. 

3) The student’s symptoms have improved. 

 

However, your child may return to school sooner than 10 days with either proof of a negative COVID-19 test or a doc-

tor’s note indicating an alternate diagnosis. 

 

If you choose to have your child tested for COVID-19, please call the health office at 520-696-8402 or Tabetha Finchum 

at 520-696-8401 with the test result. 

 

If 

Fever 100.4/higher      Shortness of breath 

New, uncontrolled cough     New loss of taste or smell 

Severe headache      Muscle/body aches 

Sore throat       Vomiting and/or diarrhea 

FREE, FAST COVID-19 TESTING 



A NOTE FROM YOUR HEALTH OFFICE 

*Sometimes our students do not make it to the bathroom in time resulting in needing a change of cloth-
ing.  The Health Office does not always have the extra clothing needed.  May we suggest that keeping a 
spare set of clothing in their backpacks in case of a missed bathroom break would be helpful and appreciat-
ed. 

*If your child is in the health office at dismissal, parents must come inside the health office to pick them up.  
They will not be allowed to leave without a parent sign out. 

*All medication needs to be in its original packaging with the RX label.  Parents need to 
come into the health office to fill out/sign medication consent paperwork as well as drop 
off the medication. 

*Cough drops are not allowed in any FWUSD elementary school as per district's RN.  Warm 
 salt water . 

*Please bring any/all doctor's notes/discharge instructions to the health office especially if your child has 
an injury that needed attention from the ER/Urgent Care.  It contains important doctor information to en-
sure proper care of your child while at school. 

Happy Holidays from our Kindergarten Team!  
  
We would like to thank you for the continued support each day of your 
child's learning in both the "real" and Google classrooms. We appreciate all 
that you do! 
  
As the Holiday Season approaches, the calendar is starting to fill up with fun 

activities here at school. This Saturday, December 5th, is the Hendricks (virtual) Holiday. This special tradition 
will be put on again by our PTO, and should be a fun time for all! Zoom links will be sent home later this 
week. On Wednesday, December 16th we will have a small holiday party in our classrooms, full of crafts and 
a small treat. We will end the semester on December 17th with cookies, milk, and PJ's. More info to come on 
our classroom celebrations as they get closer. Winter Break is December 21st-January 1st. During this very 
busy time, we hope you are able to slow down and enjoy special moments with family and friends.  
  
During down time, consider having your child write and make it fun!  You could have them make a list for 
Santa, write thank you notes with help from an adult, write a note to a family member, or write about their 
favorite tradition that your family shares! This is a great time for high interest reading and writing. Don't for-
get to use this time to practice sight words as well . 
 
As the weather gets chilly, please remember to label your child's coat and gloves with their name, as the lost 
and found starts to get quite full during this time of year! Also, as a reminder we do not have drinking foun-
tains available for children to drink out of, please send in a water bottle labeled for your child each day. 
Thank You! 
 
Enjoy this Special Season with your treasured loved ones. We look forward to starting 2021!  



Fantastic First Graders 

We are so appreciative of your continued support as we work togeth-

er to make this year an awesome learning experience for your child. It 

truly will be one for the books! 

Reading-We are encouraging all our parents to make sure their child 

has completed the I Read assessment portion that takes about 30-45 

minutes. You can find it under Classwork with directions on how to locate the program on your child’s com-

puter. Please have your child take the placement test so the program places your child in the correct reading 

skills sequence. We are requesting that each child do I Read for 20 minutes a day. It is a child-friendly pro-

gram that does not require your assistance. YEAH! Please contact your child’s teacher if you can’t get on the 

program. 

Science-Ask any first grader and they will tell you our excitement about our Painted Lady Butterflies. We got 

them as tiny caterpillars and now some are beginning the first stages of forming a chrysalis. Stay tuned for 

news of Butterflies! 

Party News- PTO is hosting a one-hour zoom PJ party for each grade level on Saturday, December 5 at 9am. 

IF your child wants to join the art show, just have them create a piece of art showing what is “IN MY 

DREAMS.” Turn art into or email to teacher by Dec. 1  

               Fondly The First Grade Teachers 

Season’s Greetings! 

We hope you had a beautiful Thanksgiving holiday weekend, even though it might 
have been different in years past! Please know we are so thankful for all of our 
2nd graders and their supportive families!  

These next 3 weeks are the final weeks of the 2nd quarter. It is so important to 
keep the school routines in place so that students maintain the good grades that 
they have earned so far. Be sure to practice spelling words, math facts, and read-
ing AT LEAST 15 minutes each night. 

December is usually a busy and sometimes stressful month. Spending quiet one-on-one time with your chil-
dren can mean more than any toys or material gifts. They will remember baking cookies, reading holiday sto-
ries, or playing board games with the family long after the toys are forgotten or broken! 

Keep checking the stream in Google Classroom for self paced work and some extra fun projects! Please let us 
know if you have any questions! 

We send wishes for a wonderful holiday season to you all! See you in 2021! 

  



  

In November, third grade completed the second round of DAP testing. Students 
tested in both reading and math. Students are learning to apply test-taking strate-
gies, and use problem-solving skills to solve complex math and reading questions in 
preparation for the AzM2 test at the end of March. Please continue to work on the 
basic math facts at home to build fluency and confidence. Reflex math is a great 
way to reinforce facts. If you have misplaced your child’s login for the program, or 

they cannot remember it, let us know and we will send it home with your child. 

Please continue to work with your child on their nightly fluency homework. It is important that stu-

dents are completing their one minute timed readings on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. After the one 

minute read on Wednesday, they should retell what they read, and an adult will write the retell on their 

green fluency sheet. On Thursday, they will complete the MAZE portion of the homework. Fluency home-

work is not as effective if it is all crammed into one night, so please make sure to complete fluency nightly. If 

you have any questions, please reach out to your child’s teacher. 

 

 

 

It’s hard to believe we are half way through the school year already!! We have 
had an enjoyable first half of the school year working with your student and 
getting to know you as well. Thank you for the continued support you have giv-
en us as well as your student. You play such a vital role in their education. 
  
We are just finishing our geometry unit in math. We have been working on mir-
ror symmetry and area of symmetrical designs. The next unit we will begin in December is adding and sub-
tracting of large numbers. In reading, we have been working on identifying types of figurative language and 
identifying the theme or lesson of a story.  
  
We have noticed a decline in work completion. Please encourage your student to continue to work at their 
best effort through the rest of the quarter.  If they have missing work, they still have time to get it complet-
ed for a grade.  If you have any questions about your child's grades, please reach out to their teacher. 

The Fourth Grade Team 

 



 

Thank you all for attending parent teacher conferences! It was great to meet and 

speak with you about the current and future success of your child. We are working 

hard to add and subtract mixed numbers and fractions. Students are also learning 

how to create line plots and create questions based on given data. Students are 

also working on their informational essays about the Wild West and the present, 

past, and future tenses in grammar. 

 

We greatly appreciate your continued support of not only your student but us as teachers. Please encour-

age your student to practice their multiplication and division facts at home as we are transitioning into an-

other unit on multiplication. Reading logs are vital so keep up the great work when reading at home. 

 Life in 6th grade continues to move quickly.  
 
In math we recently finished learning about algebraic expressions and the properties 
that let us re-write them as equivalent expressions. We will finish up the year with a 
unit that focuses on the area of polygons such as triangles, trapezoids, and com-
pound figures.  
 

In science class, students will be wrapping up their latest unit by dissecting an owl 

pellet. If your child is Hybrid, they will be asked to bring both the owl pellet ( wrapped in tinfoil)  and the 

gloves in their kit to school with them. There will be an announcement about the Science and Engineering 

Fair at the end of the month. Individual projects will be optional, but highly encouraged. 

In social studies students are writing their quarter 2 research paper on ancient innovation.   

 

 

December Important Dates 

 

December 18  Records Day—No School 

Dec 20-January3—Winter Break 










